
Current Issues- Asia 



Religion 
• Asia has a diverse amount of religions which 

include the following: 

   - Buddhism 

   - Hinduism 

   - Sikhism 

   - Confucianism 

   - Taoism 

   - Shinto 

   - Islam 

   - Christianity 

   - Judaism 

   - Tribal Religions 



 



Family Structure 
• Family is primary 

• Extended and Nuclear Family structure 

• ____________________family structure:  

  -  males and older individuals holding higher status 

• ___________________(husband led) Gender Roles: 

  - Males: highly valued & desired; carry family name 

  - Females: less valued; subservient to males; carry 

                 out duties and chores; bear children 

•  Respect for elders 
•  Loyalty to people in authority 
•  Disciplined 
•  Honor and Loyalty to family 



Sports 
The following are Popular sports in 

Asia: 

Table Tennis 

Basketball 

Cricket Badminton 
Soccer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdLBLO2vOAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kokglAPr_nM


Traditional  

Clothing  

of  

Japan 

Traditional Clothing of China 



Tradition

al 

Clothing  

of  

Thailand 

Traditional Clothing of 

Vietnam 



Traditional Clothing of India 



Rice Dishes Noodle Dish 

Sushi Dish Curry Dish 



Welcome to Tokyo 

• Land of interesting toilets… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cS-hFKC_RKI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s0tCO4NdKeU


Japanese “Herbivore Men”?  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdrF_dAaZO4


Other Quirks- Japanese 

Population issues 

 



 



What about a “cuddle Café?” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L2vU_N3mNwM


“You can even rent a 

boyfriend!” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iPhr6N-c8as
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iPhr6N-c8as


Modern China! 



THE END OF IMPERIAL 

CHINA 
• Until the early 20th century 

(1912) China was run as a 
monarchy under a long line 
of Emperors 

• The last emperor of China 
was Puyi the last of the Qing 
dynasty 

• The final years of the Qing 
dynasty were marked by 
turmoil,civil war and 
attempts by European 
nations to gain power in 
China 

 

Puyi became emperor at the age of 2yrs! 



Civil War-  

 
• _____________ 

– Chiang Kai-shek 

– Republican 

Democracy 

– Capitalist Ideology

  

• ______________ 

– _____________ 

– Single Party State 

– Communist Ideology 



Civil War 1927 -1949/50 

(with a short break for WWII) 
• 22 years of conflict 

and carnage! 



Communist Victory 



Peoples Republic of China 

• 1st Oct 1949 Declaration 
of Peoples Republic of 
China 

• Redistribution of Land  

• Government takes 
control of agriculture 

• Sets up series of 5 year 
plans - targets for grain 
production 

• Collectivization of 
Farms 



The Great Leap Forward 

1958-1961 
• An attempt to rapidly 

industrialize and improve 
food production 

• Private ownership of land 
abolished 

• 700 mllion people organized 
into 27,000 communes 

• 600,000 Backyard iron/steel 
furnaces set up in villages - 
labour diverted to steel 
production 

• Experiments in grain 
production/irrigation 
backfired 

• Droughts, failed rains, 
locusts 

 

 

 

http://www.iisg.nl/~landsberger/glf.html 



Aftermath 

• _____________died of 

starvation & related 

diseases 

• “The economic disaster 

was 30% fault of nature, 

70% human error” Liu 

Shaoqui 

• Mao Steps down as 

Chairman 1959 

 



The Cultural Revolution 

• Getting Rids of the 

“The Four Olds” 

• 1 

• 2 

• 3 

• 4 



 



The Red Guard 



“Beating Down the Counter 

Revolutionaries” 





The Four Modernizations 

• Deng Xiaoping 

• Modernize 
– Agriculture 

– Industry 

– Science 

– Military 

• Huge investment 

• Radical change - 
private ownership of 
business and land 
allowed 



Tianamen Square 1989 



Tianamen Square 1989 



Reform, Change, Growth! 

BBC http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/7780477.stm 

http://www.gapminder.org/labs/gapminder-china/$majorMode=chart$is;shi=t;ly=2003;lb=f;il=t;fs=11;al=100;stl=t;st=t;nsl=t;se=t$wst;tts=C$ts;sp=4.0174193548387;ti=2006$zpv;v=0$inc_x;mmid=XCOORDS;iid=-;by=ind$inc_y;mmid=YCOORDS;iid=-;by=ind$inc_s;uniValue=20;iid=-;by=ind$inc_c;uniValue=255;iid=-;by=ind$map_x;scale=log;dataMin=83;dataMax=101655$map_y;scale=lin;dataMin=8.8;dataMax=83$map_s;sma=53;smi=2$map_c;scale=lin$cd;bd=0$inds=;example=80


China Article  

http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/11/27/ten-ways-to-investigate-transition-in-china/?_r=0


Chinese Education 

https://www.facebook.com/ajplusenglish/videos/662924843849026/


2008 Olympics 
• 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing. 

• Wanted the world to forget about 

past problems like the Tiananmen 

Square Protests. 

• China wins 100 medals: 51 Gold, 

21 Silver, and 28 Bronze. 



Current “Big Issues” in China  

  



1. ___________ 

  



President Xi Jinping 

  



2. _________  

  



3. _________ 

  



4. _________ 

• Foxconn  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=btbDzSGVxO8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1_XAuJ8qCc


  



5. ___________ 

  



  



Ghost Cities? 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3XfpYxHKCo


6. ___________ 

• Hong Kong is a 
“Special 
Administrative 
Region” 

 

• Refuge for Chiang Kai-

shek once Communism took 

over China. 

•Tensions with Beijing.  

Taiwan 



South China Sea Islands  

 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/28/asia/china-south-china-sea-disputes-explainer/


Kim Jong-un and North 

Korea 
Succession of Kim Jong-un 
North Korea and the World 
Relationship with South Korea 



 



North Korean Leaders- 

• "Great Leader" Kim Il-sung,  

– Grandfather  

– First premier 1948-1994   

– Born 1912; died 1994 
 

 

• "Dear Leader" Kim Jong-il  

– Father 

– Second premier 1994-2011    

– Born 1942; died  2011 
 

 

• “The Great Successor” _____________ 

– Premier since 2011 

– Born 1983 or 1984 

 



• A _______________arises when an individual 
uses mass media, propaganda, or other 
methods, to create an idealized and heroic 
public image, often through unquestioning 
flattery and praise.[1] Cults of personality are 
usually associated with dictatorships.  
–  

For example Kim Jong-un’s grandfather,   
Kim Il Sung, called the “Great 
Leader,”  
had 34,000 statues of himself built in  
North Korea. 

________________ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_media
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Propaganda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flattery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Praise
http://www.dailynk.com/english/read.php?cataId=nk01500&num=8668
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dictatorship


Indoctrination 

North Korea believes in the _________ 
(Pronounced choo-CHAY or click on link to hear 

http://www.sidekicktaekwondo.com/Juche.wav)  

The Juche system stresses 
national self-reliance, extreme 
isolation, and racial purity. 
 
North Koreans are not allowed 
to not marry non-Koreans. 
 
The picture says “Long live the 
great Juche idea!”  
 
 

http://www.sidekicktaekwondo.com/Juche.wav


Military Spending 

• North Korea spends the most money, 

compared to its gross domestic product,  

of all the countries in the world on 

building  

up its military. Why?  

 



 



 



 



Korean War 
 

The USSR (Russia) arrives from 
the North to attack the 
Japanese. 
  
The USSR wanted Korea to be a 
communist country. 
 

The U.S. arrives from the South 
to attack the Japanese.  
 
The U.S. wanted Korea to be a 
democratic country. 
 

They divided Korea at the 38th 
Parallel to avoid more fighting. 
  
They did not ask the Koreans if 
they wanted their country 
divided. 
  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://media-3.web.britannica.com/eb-media/99/72799-004-37459A7C.gif
http://media-3.web.britannica.com/eb-media/99/72799-004-37459A7C.gif


Korean War End 

• In 1953, the Korean War ________ was 

signed.  
 

• An armistice is when both sides agree 

to stop fighting, however, North Korea 

and South Korea are still officially at 

war. 

 

http://www.koreanwar-
educator.org/topics/armistice/armistice_pic1_lrg.jpg 



DMZ- ___________ 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http:// 

 
 

 

 

• The DMZ is a buffer 
zone between North 
Korea and South Korea. 
 

• It is 160 miles long and 
2.5 miles wide.  
 

• There are 1 million 
land mines in it.  
 

• There are 2 million 
soldiers guarding it. 

Clip 

http://koreandmz.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/07/DMZWalk.jpg
http://koreandmz.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/07/DMZWalk.jpg
http://koreandmz.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/07/DMZWalk.jpg
http://koreandmz.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/07/DMZWalk.jpg
http://koreandmz.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/07/DMZWalk.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYb5Vcs9gFk


Vote 

 
Pretend you are a world leader… 
  

• Japan is nervous about the possibility of North 
Korea attacking them with nuclear weapons. 
  

• Do you think it is a good idea or a bad idea for 
Japan to develop nuclear weapons.  
     
    Why did you make your decision? 
      
 
  
     



Inside North Korea  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrCQ

h1usdzE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrCQh1usdzE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrCQh1usdzE


A good source of information 

• BBC:The Peoples 

Republic at 50 - a 

special report 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/special_report/1999/09/99/china_50_years_of_communism/456465.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/special_report/1999/09/99/china_50_years_of_communism/456465.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/special_report/1999/09/99/china_50_years_of_communism/456465.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/special_report/1999/09/99/china_50_years_of_communism/456465.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/special_report/1999/09/99/china_50_years_of_communism/456465.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/special_report/1999/09/99/china_50_years_of_communism/456465.stm

