
Culture 2: 

 Sharing your Teen Sub- Culture Ideas 



Subculture 

 A category of people who share 

distinguishing attributes, beliefs, values, 

and/or norms that set them apart in some 

significant manner from the dominant culture. 



Counterculture 

 A group that strongly rejects dominant 

societal values and norms and seeks 

alternative lifestyles 



How cultures change (3 ways) 

 Invention–Creating new cultural elements 

– Telephone or airplane 

 Discovery–Recognizing and better 

understanding of something already in 

existence 

– X-rays or DNA 

 Diffusion–The spread of cultural traits from 

one society to another 

– Jazz music or much of the English language 

 



Ethnocentrism 

 The practice of judging all other cultures by 

one’s own culture 

 Based on the assumption that one’s own way 

of life is superior to all others 

– Can be positive or negative 



Examples of Ethnocentrism  

• Eurocentrism–The dominance of 

European (especially English) 

cultural patterns 

 

• Afrocentrism–The dominance of 

African cultural patterns 

 



 

Why might this map 

be considered 

ethnocentric? 



 



Cultural Relativism 

 The belief that the behaviors and customs of 

any culture must be viewed and analyzed by 

the culture’s own standards 

-(Cargo Cult) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qmlYe2KS0-Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qmlYe2KS0-Y


Norms and Values 

 Norms are the shared rules or guidelines that 

govern our actions in society. Norms can be 

laws, but they also can be procedures, 

morals, customs or expectations..  

 

 2 Different types of major norms- Folkways 

and Mores 



Folkways  

 Folkways are norms that ordinary people 

follow in everyday life. Conformity is 

expected, but not absolutely insisted on. 

Folkways are not strictly enforced. 

 

 Example: "No shirt, no shoes, no service" 

 



Mores 

 Pronounced More- ays 

 Mores are norms are taken more seriously 

and are strictly enforced. 

 

  Example: Flag burning, murder  



Taboos  

 Taboos like “super mores”.  

 

 taboos are so "strongly ingrained that even 

the thought of its violation is greeted with 

revulsion."  

 

 Examples are Incest and cannibalism. 

 

 Furry Example  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYwEYOP_BVQ


Folkways, Mores, and Taboos  

 USING AMERICAN CULTURE as your 

measuring stick,  Describe 5 Folkways, 5 

Mores, and FIVE Taboos  



Opener  

 1. Does violent media (music, images, 

games, shows) influence American culture 

to become more violent, or  

 

 Is violent media just communicating the 

violence in our society which already exists?  

 

 To what extent should censorship of media 

exist?   


