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established a permanent political union. Their Great League, founded in the
late fifteenth centiry by the legendary Hiawatha and Deganawidal, became
so formidable that the French and British were forced to negotiate with them
as an equal sovereignty. In the Southeast, whites encountered the thousands
of loosely knit Muskogean-speaking Indians who came 1o be known as the
Creek Confederacy. In Louisiana they met the last remnants of the aristo-
cratic Natchez, whose hierarchical society was ruled by an absolute monarch
known as “'The Sun.” In Virginia they discovered that the Powhatan Con-
federacy linked together two hundred villages and thirty different tribes. In
Californta they scambled upon a seemingly endless succession of indepen-
dent, jsolated groups with widely different languages, and bands so smail
they are better classified as “ribelets,” )

These native bands, tribelets, pueblo ciry-states, nations, and confederacies
were as cufturally different from each other as the nations of Europe. Most
had developed elaborate mythologies with stories Tor the origin of the rivers,
mountaing, and valleys in their region. In both the Bast and the West their
territories were covered with “'traces,” networks of narrow, moccasin-worn
paths, (rails that had beexn followed by hunters and warriors for generations,
In the Midwest and on the Great Plains their lands were crisscrossed with
wider, equally ancient thoroughfares along which entire tribes intercepted
migrating buffalo and cut through mountain ranges.

Thus North America was well discovered by the lime Columbus and his
kind set foot on its shores. And actually Cokurnbus was not the first European
to artive. In fact, some scholars suggest that the first non-Indians came from
Asia. There are Buddhist texts that tell of five beggar priests who sailed from
China in a.p. 458, Drifting on the Japanese Current, they are believed 1o
have landed either in Mexico or in Guatemala, a realm they called the
Kingdom of Fu-Sang. And it has {ief%ni.tely been estabiished that sometime
between A.o. 1006 and 1347, Viking seafarers from Scandinavia fought and
traded with the natives of Greenland, Labrador, and Nova Scotia.

In practically every comner of North America one can find tribal storics
anticipating the white man’s corning. On what is today Martha’s Vineyard,
an Indian seer said a great white whale would foretell the coming of a
strange white race who would crowd out the red men. In Mexico there
existed the myth of the bearded white god, Quetzalcoatl, who would return
to reclaim his kingdom. Indeed, only a few years before 1519, when the
first of the Spanish conquistadores, Hernando Cortez, arrived in Mexico, the
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Aztec emperor Montezuma saw ghostly people in his polished, yolcanic-
glass mirror: they seemed Lo be “coming massed, coming as conquercis,
coming in war panoply. Deer bore them on their backs.”

It is possible that some tribes received advance word of early 1nd1an ~white
meetings. then turned these rumors into predictions. When you read the
examples that follow, it is important to remember that “first contact,”
the initial encounters between Native Americans apd whites arc termed by
amhropologists,-Occurﬁ:d at different times in different places. Generally,
the more eastern and southern the locale, the carlier was the first contact.
Thus the Hopi Indians of Arizona and the Hurons of eastern Canada had
both experienced their first meeting with Buropeans by about 1540. But the
sioux of the Dakota plains would not have firsthand knowledge of ‘them

for another one hundred and fifty years, and the wintu of northern California

for a half cenrury after that.
Indian society was on ihe cve of what was 1o be the mos

confrontation in s history. The Wasco Indians of Oregon have a prophecy
ir on their faces

¢ catastrophic

story in which a wise old man drearns of strangers with hai
coming from the direction of the rsing sl when he awakens, he gives
this advice to his fellow wribesmen: “You people must be careful.”
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HE WILL USE ANY MEANS TO GET
WHAT HE WANTS

D an Katchongva—is Hopt surname means White Cloud Above Horizop—-
was a revered spiritual Jeader from Hotevilla, one of Arizenda’s twelve Hopi
wns. When fe repeated this prophecy in 1055, during testimony af d Washinglon
congressional hearing, he was in his eighties. Within the oral tradition of the
“peaceful ones,” as the Hopi call themselves, are narratives foretelling the future

of mankind. They often mention the Bahana, the Hopi's lost white brother, who
sh peace and spread wisdomi. SOHIE Hopi say

to

vowed to returmt fo the Hopi to establi
they wait for him still.

IN ANCIENT TIME s it was prophesied by our forefathers that
this land would be occupied by the Iudian people and then from somewhere

P R

a. White Mai.i .would coime, He will come either with a strong faith and
righteous religion which the Great Spirit has also given to him, or he will
come after hie has aba;:deﬂcd that great Life Plan and fallen LD a faith of his

that the Wlme Man is an infelligent person; an Taventor of many words, .
mait whe knows how te influence people because of his sweet way of talki .
and that he will use many of these things upon us w};;ﬁ\he gomes \T/g
knew that thisTand bénieath us was composed” ormany things that- we mi i:;
want to use later such as mineral ; FESOUECES. We knew that this is the Wegal‘
thiest part of this continent, because it is here the Great Spirit lives. We
knew that the White Man will search for the things that look ;,ood to hir L
that he will use many good ideas in ordérto-ubTATT IS freart’s desire; ;:ld
we knew that if he had strayed “Tromi the Great Spm(t/}:gwauld usé an

means 1o get What he wants. These things we were Yarned {o watch, ani

we today know that “those prophncms were true becaisé we can see how
n;am./ new and _selfxsh ideas and plans are being put beiore us. We know
ihat if we accept these things we will lose our land and give up our ver

lives. !

DAN KATCHONGYA, Hopi
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warriors are driven forward like a herd of antelopes to face the foe. [1 is on
account of this manner of fighting—from cornpulsion and not from personal
bravery-—that we count no coxp on them. A Jone warrior can do MU farm
TG N
to a large army of them in a bad country.”

It was this talk with my uncle that gave me my first clear idea of the
white man. )

CHARLES ALEXANDER EASTMAN, Saniee. SIOHX

HIHIIEIHIlTIHIHILI!HlHIHIHIHIHIEIIHUIIHIHIHI H 2 IIEIHIHI!!IHIH!HI\Itllliill\lIEIHIHI\IIHlH‘HIiI%FII]I

BEFORE THEY GOT THICK

T his tale of rkMeads like a southwestern version of the story
of the Plymotttli Colony.legend: Native Americans help white piovieers sur-
vive by bringing them gifts of pumpkin and corn seeds and showing them how fo
plant them. Related by Percy Bigmbuth in 1935, it describes events that probably
took place in the early nineteenth century when his ancestors were Fving near the
Texas-Louisiana border. During the Indian wars i the Southwest (1345-56),
when official policy in Texas called for the Brutal extermination of all Indians, the
Lipan hid in Mexico. Eventually they made their home with their kinsren, the
Mescalero Apache, in New Mexico.

MY GRANDMOTHER used to tell this story; she told it to my
mother. It is about the time when they Jived pear the guif. She says that
they lived at a place called ""Beside the Smooth Water.” They used 10 carmp
there on the sand. Sometimes a big wave would come up and then they
would pick up many seashells. Sometimes they used to find water turtles.
They used to find fish too and gather them and eat them,

One time they had a big wave. It was very bad. They thought the ocean
was going to come right up. It came up a long way. Living things from the
water covered the bank, were washed up. Then, when the sun came out
and it was hot all these things began to swell and smelled bad.

One day they looked over the big water. Then someone saw a little black
dot over on the water, He came back and told that he had seen that strange
thing. Others came out. They sat there and looked. It was getiing larger.
They waited. Pretty soon it came up. It was a boat. The boat came (o the
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shore. The Indians went back to the big camp. All the Indians came over
and watched, People were coming out. They looked at these people coming
out. They saw that the people had blue eyes and were white. They thought
these people might live in the water all the time.

They held a counci] that night. They were undecided whether they should
let them live or kill them.

One leader said, “Well, they have a shape just like ours. The difference
is that they have light skin and hair.” -

Another said, "Let’s not kil them. They may be¢ a hW'
ters let thern go and see what they'll do.” )

So the next day they watched them. “What shall we call them?” they
asked. . .. ' '

Some still wanted to kill them, Others said no. So they decided to let them
alone. - , '
The Lipan went away. After a year they said, “Let’s go back and see

them.”

They did so. Only a few were left. Many had starved to'death. Some said,
Let’s kill them now: they are only a few.” But others said, “No, et us.hs
like brothers to them.” -

It was spring. The Lipan gave them some pumpkin seed and seed corr
and told fhem how to use it. The people took it and after that they got along
alt right. They raised a little com and some pumpkins. They started a new
tife. Later on the Lipan left for a while. When they returned, the whit
~ people were getiing along very well. The Lipan gave them venison. They
R were getting along very well. After that, they began to get thick.
- KCY BIGMOUTH, Lipan Apach
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SILMOODAWA GIVES A
FPERFORMANCE

F ollowing the examplesfet by Christop Columtbus, the Spanish conguis
. tador Hernando Céttez continued the ritutd of sending Indians to Europ
in order to parade thf;ﬂ’fcfore royalty. At the court Charles ¥, Aztecs posed fo
artists and juggleciﬁr gawking lords and ladies. Later, T the eighteenth centur)
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EXCHANGE |
) - ¢ man's CUIrency as his medium of exchange, but the white man would never
B E T W E E N . appreciaie the Indian’s sense of the spiritual potentia} of an ordinary pebble.
_ : Long before the coming of “the makers of hatchets,” as whites we}'é_-zélled
W O R L D S : by the Iroquois, Indians throughout the continent of North America had
© traded with each other. In the Far west a popular trading spot was the
present-day Oregon lown of The Dalles. Here a salmon-rich stretch of boiling
- rapids on the Colurbia River divides the world of the Pacific Coast from
“wthat of the inland Plateau. To this hub of thriving Indiap comunerce, con-
~trofled by Chinook indian traders whao even cxacted tolls along the river,
~came goods from the Northwest, the Great Plains, the Great Basin, and

“sometimes from as far away as the Great Lakes. Dealings were conducted
the ‘“Chinook jargon,” which was a pot-
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in a universal trading language,

Hourri of Salish, Nootka, Chinook, and, later, English words.

Inn California the Pomo bartered their homemade strings of disk shell beads

for abalone and dried kelp from the coastal Yuki, fiber cord and sinew-

backed bows from the forest-dwelling Patwin, and furs and iris cord from

: he inland Yuki. Farther east, Native American srade was just as active. The
gricultural Hurons routinely exchanged their com with the northern Nip-

a hunting pecple, for fish and venison. Copper from northern Mich-
yroughout the plains, obsidian,

ssing,
gan found its way o mribes in Virginia. T
red pipestone, colored slate, flint, and salt were transported over long dis-
téhces, from village to village.

ge between Indians and whites probably took

The first cornmercial exchan
place in the eleventh century, when natives of Nova Scotia received Viking
and sable pelts. In the years ahead,

Kiiives and axes in return for gray fox
'hi:'s swap-—the exchange of furs for metal—would become the core of Indian
nd white commerce. :
‘Imwmmmm;umm,”,,L,“,,‘,L,m b “In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, as timber, fur-bearing animals,
: hd other natural resources became scarcer in the Old Werld, Europeans
c_}o}_(_e_d across the seas for raw mazerials. The majority of the renowned early
p!_(_)"re‘rs_of North America——men like John and Sebastian Cabot {1497},
acques Cartier {1534), and Henry Hudson {1609)-—were actually business

Cree trappers bringing beaver skins to the Huidson’s Bay post at For! pitt in Saskatch-
ewan, Canada _
I&lli‘l&li”i‘ll‘.!lﬂ!\Il'!!iil!‘.l

-
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. of the Creation, the Cherokee say, the white man wa S : : ’

1 ‘thc tmf cr):‘e t e indian 2 piece fsilver. Despising the stone.} genfs on the lookout for new markets. Before long, the French, the English,

given a stone, tver equally worthless he Dutch—and later the Americans—were compeﬁing for exclusive trading:
ileges with Tndian tribes, enticing them with bribes of trinkets, 1i

. the white man threw it away. Finding the s

ater the white man pocketed the silver as a sourc 43{1_33_135,1‘“

evered the stone as a source of sacred powe ﬁn’d:éﬁ;s ided B

the profound differences in Indian an : e 8 uropeans to. . | ‘
nimanaged to harvest and ship back across the Atlantic. But ins collecting

n would be forced o use the v hi

the Indian discarded it. L
of material power; the Indian 1

This prophetic story underscores
white value systeins. i time the India

salt, tobacco, wood, and fish which they

32 ¥
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furs and hides, native expertise and manpower were essential. Indians pos-
sessed skills to lure and trap animais and techniques for skinning and soft-
tanning hides. Next they transported these semifinished goods to white
trading posts or waterfront docks. As Indians were encouraged to abandon
intertribal trade and devosie themselves exclusively to cleaning out the hidden
streamn dens of mink, marten, ermine, otter, sable, and muskrat, it was the
beaver which came to enjoy highest value. Europe’s hatmakers were building
a mulsmillion-dotlar industry. Whether for their furs, in the North, or for
tanned deerskins, the main native commodity in the South, Indians received
a range of new goods they quickly found indispensable. kgiyes, gfﬂ popular
s, needies;-wouoterrcloth. ppirrors, hay wk bells, Ger-

tomahawk, sussors,

man silver to pound into omaments, sheet metal to file into arrowhea&s
and lané@’ff”‘ﬂm brass kettles, ‘demon rum” (§rem the Enghsh) brandy
(from the French}, and above all'imuskets, p wder, and Shot By the mid-

seventeenth century, ‘;uch 1tem'; had become an mtegrai part of woodiand

indian life. - e i
Preferrmg to do business via the rivers, the French fur traders stc;;ed their
goods in forty-foot-tong birchbark cargo canoes. The English packed their
stores on muleback and rode overland 1o bargain with Indians. Eventuaily,
toward the end of the eighteenth century, individual peddler-iraders would
be largely replaced by companies that operated strings of fronter irading
outposts. Indians hauled their prime winter pelts to these posts in the spring,
or bartered with company agents who caught up with tribes on the move,
All this trade transformed patterns of Indian life that had existed un-
% changed for centuries. Suddenly tribes found themselves competing for white

}

business. As irapping sites were stripped of beaver, Indians batiled among -

themselves for more westedy, fur-rich lands. Commercial agreements be-
tween the French and Huron Indians, for example, so angered the-Iroquois
that they Jomed forces with both the Trich and the British, getling ample
suppiies of firearms in return, This alilance not only contributed decisively
to British victory in the French and Indian War, it also enabled the Iroquois
to ruthlessly dominate the northeastern fur trade.
When the rebellious colonies—the “thirteen fires” as the Iroquois called
them-—won independence from England, the United States entered this
Wr Some posts along the Missouri River profited, but north-
@ ward the Canadian Blackfoot refused to do business with the Americans.
They resented the American habit of sending out white appers-—the leg-
s endary mountain men who were indebted io Indians for learning to ma-
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neuver in the wilderness—fo WMMMWW, .

By 1840 high silk hats had become the fashion, and The was
drying up. The Rocky Mountain beaver was nearly extinct. For a while a
market in buffalo hides filled the vacuum, but soon white hunters with
50-caliber rifles made those animals just as rare. Between 1872 and 1874
over three and a half million buffalo were slaughtered for their hides, the
meat left to rot on the plains.

Thanks in large part o the Indian, North America’s natural resources
greatly enriched European and American lives and pocketbooks: But white
goods had a far more profound effect on the Indian world. In the Northeast,
for example, traditional intertribal commezce was shattered in large measure
by the new intense focus on one commodity—furs. With the animals gone,
the prosperity that Indians had enjoyed as a result of trade with whites was
followed for many by dgpendency on white goous gspecially on the powder
and shot they now needed™ d to hunt fof Tood.
Meanwhile many Wh;i’E’t‘raders had proved themeselves unscrupulous, ma-

nipulating their Native American customers, with watered-down llquor
spi icea Wi tobacco and, red. EATTIE T Soddy, mass- pmduced

goods.

' Fartherwest, on the Grear Plains, Native American llfe had been trans-

formed by the arrival of the horse. When Antonio de Espejo first rode into
Hopi land in 1583, the Indians—who had never before seen a horse—paved
the ground with ceremonial kilts for the sacred beasts 1o walk upon. By the
end of the sevenieenth century, Wyoming Shoshonis were getting horses
from Colorado Utes who had stolen them from Spanish settiemenis in New
‘Mexico. The eastern Sioux, a canoeing people in the 1760s, were a mounted
people thirty years later. The rapid spread of the horse throughout the Plains
caused the flowering of an entirely new Indian way of life characterized by
the Appaloosa-riding, mm Armer-
ican Indianism around the world.

For the crop-raising Pueblo Indians along the Rio Grande in the South-
west, metal hoes and shovels made life a little easier but had no deeper
effect upon tribal customs, The Navajo way of life, however, was eventually
transformed by Spanish shieep and goats. Originally"a hunting peaple, the
Navajo became expert shepherds, making their livetihood by trading animals
they had bred and blankets from the wool they had woven. Along the
Northwest Coast the traditional wood carvings grew brighter as artisans

. applied European housepaints to their cedar totem poles. On the Plains, silk
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ed and blue cloths, and Venetian glass beads

ribbous, pearl buttons, English r
de goods sometimes hastened

greatly embellished native costurmes. But tra
the decline of some ancient crafts, such as pottery and porcupine-quill

embroidery.

The western trading posts gave nigratory groups a new focal point for
their wanderings, as well as expanded contact with neaghboﬁng tribes. In
the spring Indians who might otherwise be blood enemies would pitch camp
side by side, and bargain away Lheir stocks of prime winter pelis. Later it
as often at these same stockaded trading posts that defeated Indian leaders
met governmental representatives of the United States to discuss (CIIS of
quirender and treaties of peace. By then the Indians’ principal source of
weaith«fu:s and hides—had been exhausted. All they had left that inter-
ested the white man was their 1and, which could usually be acquired without

fair exchange.
The selections that follow offer glimpses of various Native American re-
sponses to white goods and fromtier comnerce.
[ll]llllliélHIEtIHIHIHil\-liii‘l\ﬁiiﬂlH_IHIHIHiHlHlHIH! iiTI!ltlI!IHEHIHI?_IIHIH!H'IL!HIHI‘-IHIIHIHIHIHll\l%lli]
THUNDER, DIZZYING LiQuUibD, AND
CUPS THAT DO NOT GROW
d liquor—all

magical offerings——guns and metal uiensils an

T he white man’s
play a part in this Menominee folktale. The time is armmd the 1660s; the
ci5pq’" 1t the story is probably Lake Michigan, the Frenchumen are very likely traders

who followed in. the wake of the French missionary- -explore

speaker is named Waioskastt.
As their trade with the French blossomed, the Menominee exchanged their mixed-

economy, which blended huniing, gardening, @ and harvesting wild rice, Jor 4
seminomadic life focused around fur-trapping. This bound them wore tightly 10
the French, who encouraged them 10 buy geods on credit agatnst future payment
lin furs. Yet the partriership, strengthened by extensive in

the Menominee d doiminant power in the Great Lakes area.

r Jean Nicolet; the

termarriage. also made
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WHEN THE MENOMINEE lived on the shore of the sea, they
‘one day were looking out across the water and observed some large vessels
which were near to them and wonderful to behold. Suddenly there wés a;
terrific explosion, as of thunder, which startled the people greatly.

: when the vessels approached the shore, men with light-colored skin
; laided.  Most of them had hair on their faces, and they carried on their
i shoulders heavy sticks ornamented with shining metal. As the strangers
. came toward the Indians, the latter believed the leader to be a great maz:')i{io .
"[spirit], with his companions.

. It is customary, when offering tobacco to a manido, 1o throw it into the
_"ﬁre, that the fumes may ascend o him and that he may be inclined to grant

. _thelr request; but as this light-skin manidoe came in person, the chief took
some tobacco and rubbed it on his forehead. The strangers appeared desirous
of making friends with the Indiaps, and ail sat-on the ground and smoked.
“Then some of the sirangers brought from the vessel some parcels which
:comalned a hquld of which they drank, ﬁnally offermg some to the Me-

were selected to drink the hquor and %hus to be experlmen{ed on, that it
‘might be found whether the liquid would kill them or not.

“The men drank the liquid, and although they had previcusly been very
ﬂent and gloomy, they now began to taik and to grow amuased. Their speech
wed more and more freely, while the remainder of the Indians said, “*See,
w it is beginning to take effect!”” Presenty the four old men arose, and
ile walking about seemed very dizzy, when the Indians said, ”Seé now
hey -are surely dying!” Presently the men dropped down and became un-
nscious; then the Indians said to one another, “Now they are dead; see
hat we escaped by not drinking the liquid!” Ther¢ were sullen iooks
récied toward the strangers, and murmurings of destroying them for the
pposed treachery were heard. :

Before things came to a dangerous pass, however, the four old men got

; mbbed their eyes, and approached their kindred, saying, “The liquor is
yod : and we have felt very happy; you must oy it, 100.”” Notwithstanding
r.egft of thg tribe were afraid to drink i then, they recal]e& the strangers,
0 Were about o return to their boats. '
he shief of _the strangers next gave the Indians some flour, but they did
k‘goy‘v what to do with it. The white chief then showed the Indians some
ts;:and told them how they were baked. When that was over, one of
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¢he white men presented 10 an Tndian a gun, after firing it 10 show how far
away anything could be kiiled. The Indian was afraid to shoot it, fearing
the gun would knock him over, but the stranger showed the Indian how
t it at a mark; then puiling the trigger, it made a terific

to hold it and to poin
e Indian at all, as he had expected. Some of the

noise, but did not harm th
Indians then accepted guns from the white sirangers.

Next the white chief brought out some kettles and showed the Indians
ter in them. But the kettles were 100 Jarge and too heavy 0
ans asked that they be given small ones—cups as
elieved they would grow 10 be large ones

how to boil wa
carry abouy, so the Indi
large as a cenched fist, for they b
by and by.

The Indians received some emall cups, as they desir

took their departure. But the cups never grew 1o be kettles.
WAIOSKASIT, Menoninee

ed, when the strangers
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q Pawnee, Curl}@fgg‘eﬁ recollects hepf a Jellow tribesman’s rejection of Eu-

ropean wares.,‘,Ac;%\gz a fedepition of four ceniral Plains peoples, the
/ g?ﬁ large earth-lodge villages along the Platte

River in Nebraska. In the earj;f@ic’ gs of the nineteenth century, their lands lay
inn the path of American pioreess whose qgons were rolling toward the Southwest.
This contact with whites br ght them social solution and disease-—in 18482 they

lost a fourth of their pegple to smalivox and cﬁo' 4. In 1875 the tribe was moved

+0 northern Oklahongl, There is no record of which.treaty session Curly Chief 15

hupiting-and-farming Pawnee Trwed

remembering herg

1 HE ;fﬁ D that long ago there was a time when these were no people
in thisgouniry except Indians. After ¢hat, the people begi%
thgxgﬂiad white skins; they had been seen far to th
ﬁey cariie out i our couniry and visited us. The man who
{he Government. He ware

blankets and guns, and fiint and st

eel, and knives. £

hear of men

o east. Beforéy was boiTL -
camneyvas from

d to make a treaty with us, and to give us p"f%sems.

EXCHANGE BETWEEN WORLDS 4 39

arly Chief {front row, third from left)
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The Head (?:;gﬁ? d him that we neededfnone of these things. He said
ve-have our buffalo our corm. Thé:f_’__fs‘gthings the Ruler gave to us, anci
.'ai'. all that we need. Sge this;fr"gfré. This keeps me warm in winter..I

n() blanker.” i / A‘
white men had with théin seape cattle, and the Pawnee Chief said
iead out a heifer here og?fhe prairie’¥, They led her out, and the Chief’
ing up to her, shq;»“her through ;}ﬁ@ the shoulder with his arrow:
gt died. Then the Chief %@%’Wﬂl not my arrow kill?
r guns.” Then he took his stoteg, knife and skinned the
%fé done ihis, he said,

it off a piece of fat meat. When he
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